
  

Welcome to 8th grade English! 
2017-2018 Course Requirements and Procedures 

Teacher: Mrs. Kimberlee Barnes
Telephone: (803) 284-5900
Email: Kimberlee.barnes@barnwell19.net 
Academic Assistance: Wednesdays 3:15-4:15
School Hours: 7:50-3:15

Course Description  
English Language Arts is designed to meet the needs of students who desire an in-
depth study in Language Arts. Students will gain new strategies, techniques, and 
understandings about the art of writing. They will practice the writing process and 
various forms of writing. Students will expand oral and written vocabulary, reviewing 
parts of speech and the structure of language. During the school year, they will give and 
support opinions, write descriptions using vivid detail, record and create dialogue, and 
create logically structured information and persuasive essays. Throughout the school 
year, students will also conduct research, discuss literature, and improve 
communications and presentation skills. Organization and responsibility are essential 
attributes of students working at this level.

Standards to be Covered
Inquiry-Based Standards(I)

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions based on interests and/or 
needs that can be investigated.

Standard 2: Transact with texts to formulate questions, propose explanations, and 
consider alternative views and multiple perspectives.

Standard 3: Construct knowledge, applying disciplinary concepts and tools, to build 
deeper understanding of the world through exploration, collaboration, and analysis.

Standard 4: Synthesize integrated information to share learning and/or take action.

Standard 5: Reflect throughout the inquiry process to assess metacognition, broaden 
understanding, and guide actions, both individually and collaboratively.

Grading Scale 
A= 90 - 100 
B= 80 - 89 
C= 70 - 79 
D= 60 - 69 
F=   0 - 59



Reading-Literacy Text(RL)

Standard 1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

Standard 2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds.

Standard 3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words.

Standard 4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Standard 5: Determine meaning and develop logical interpretations by making 
predictions, inferring, drawing conclusions, analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence, 
and investigating multiple interpretations.

Standard 6: Summarize key details and ideas to support analysis of thematic 
development.

Standard 7: Analyze the relationship among ideas, themes, or topics in multiple media, 
formats, and in visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities. 

Standard 8: Analyze characters, settings, events, and ideas as they develop and 
interact within a particular context.

Standard 9: Interpret and analyze the author’s use of words, phrases, and conventions, 
and how their relationships shape meaning and tone in print and multimedia texts.

Standard 10: Apply a range of strategies to determine and deepen the meaning of 
known, unknown, and multiple-meaning words, phrases, and jargon; acquire and use 
general academic and domain-specific vocabulary. 

Standard 11: Analyze and provide evidence of how the author’s choice of point of view, 
perspective, and purpose shape content, meaning, and style.

Standard 12: Analyze and critique how the author uses structures in print and 
multimedia texts to shape meaning and impact the reader. 

Standard 13: Read independently and comprehend a variety of texts for the purposes of 
reading for enjoyment, acquiring new learning, and building stamina; reflect on and 
respond to increasingly complex text over time.

Reading- Informational Text(RI)

Standard 1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

Standard 2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds.

Standard 3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words.

Standard 4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.



Standard 5: Determine meaning and develop logical interpretations by making 
predictions, inferring, drawing conclusions, analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence 
and investigating multiple interpretations.

Standard 6: Summarize key details and ideas to support analysis of central ideas.

Standard 7: Research events, topics, ideas, or concepts through multiple media, 
formats, and in visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities. 

Standard 8: Interpret and analyze the author’s use of words, phrases, text features, 
conventions, and structures, and how their relationships shape meaning and tone in 
print and multimedia texts.

Standard 9: Apply a range of strategies to determine the meaning of known, unknown, 
and multiple meaning words, phrases, and jargon; acquire and use general academic 
and domain-specific vocabulary. 

Standard 10: Analyze and provide evidence of how the author’s choice of purpose and 
perspective shapes content, meaning, and style.

Standard 11: Analyze and critique how the author uses structures in print and 
multimedia texts to craft informational and argument writing.

Standard 12: Read independently and comprehend a variety of texts for the purposes of 
reading for enjoyment, acquiring new learning, and building stamina; reflect on and 
respond to increasingly complex text over time.

Writing(W)

Standard 1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.

Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Standard 4: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.

Standard 5: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Standard 6: Write independently, legibly, and routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences over short and extended time frames.

Communication(C)



Standard 1: Interact with others to explore ideas and concepts, communicate meaning, 
and develop logical interpretations through collaborative conversations; build upon the 
ideas of others to clearly express one’s own views while respecting diverse 
perspectives.

Standard 2: Articulate ideas, claims, and perspectives in a logical sequence using 
information, findings, and credible evidence from sources. 

Standard 3: Communicate information through strategic use of multiple modalities and 
multimedia to enrich understanding when presenting ideas and information. 

Standard 4: Critique how a speaker addresses content and uses craft techniques that 
stylistically and structurally inform, engage, and impact audience and convey 
messages. 

Standard 5: Incorporate craft techniques to engage and impact audience and convey 
messages.

Gifted and Talented Students
Students identified as Gifted and Talented students will be charged with expanding their 
skills in writing, literature, vocabulary, and research with more intense content and 
strategies.

Class Expectations
1. Be prepared every day! The student will be in his/her assigned seat with all required 

materials when the tardy bell rings. 
2. Try your very best with everything that you do! I would rather you try than not to 

attempt as assignment or activity.
3. Keep the room neat- clean up after yourself and pick up trash, even if it isn’t yours.
4.Read silently and independently during the independently reading time.

Classroom Rules
1. Come to class on time, sit in your assigned seat, and begin the bellringer.

2. Ask permission before leaving your seat.

3. Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking.

4. Take care of personal needs before class (restroom, drinks, grooming)

5. No cellphones in class. 

Choices have consequences: 
1. Warning
2. Lunch detention

3. Parent notification
4. Referral to administration 



Class Materials
1. Students will need:

• one 1“-2” three ring binder 
• filler paper
• pencils 
• highlighters 
• 2-1subject composition notebook
• earbuds

I recommend having a planner or agenda to write upcoming homework, events, and 
tests.

**Students will need to bring their textbook to class everyday.**

Required texts and other readings 

Students will be assigned a copy of the textbook, Pearson Literature, Grade 8.

This year in all English classes, from K5 to 12th grade, all students will be required to 
read for a minimum of 30 minutes independently and quietly during the class period. A 
variety of books will be available in a classroom library, in addition to magazines and 
local newspapers. Students will be required to conference with me once a week about 
their novel. It is imperative that they understand that the more that they take this 
seriously, the greater their comprehension, reading skills, and word accuracy can 
improve. 

Absences and Assignments
Students are responsible for making up any missing assignments. Generally, if a 
student misses one day then he gets another day to complete missing assignments. 
Students that are absent from school can check my page or a classmate to receive 
assignments. The student may also communicate with me in order to get missed 
assignments. Absent work will be located near the door in the hanging file. Based on the 
day missed is where the work will be. For example, if the student was absent in Monday, 
the absent work will be in the folder labeled “Monday.” Makeup quizzes and tests are 
scheduled during activity or on academic assistance days. The student must coordinate 
with me in order to schedule a makeup test. I stay after school on every Wednesday 
until 4:15PM unless notified.

All papers and assigned projects are due on the assigned due date at the beginning of 
class. Since deadlines are important in life, they must also be met in this class. Late 
homework without an excuse will not be accepted. 



All other late assignments (presentations, speeches, projects, etc.) will be penalized ten 
(10) points per day.

• Parents are encouraged to enroll in www.remind101.com according to their 
assigned classes. 

Make up work

If a student misses a class, it is the sole responsibility of the student to consult with the 
teacher concerning make-up work or missed assignments. Work should be made up at 
times convenient to your teacher. Work made up due to absence does not count as a 
retake. In the event of a dispute over makeup rights, the principal will be the final 
authority. If a student is absent for several days, the parents may contact the guidance 
office to request assignments. Twenty-four hour notice is needed before assignments 
can be picked up in order to give the teachers time to collect the necessary materials.

Retake policy 

There is no reason for a student to fail at Blackville-Hilda Middle School. Every student 
at BHMS will have the opportunity to retake tests, assignments, projects, or quizzes. 
Students are allowed a total of 5 retakes for each nine weeks per class. Students and 
teachers are responsible for arranging suitable times for the retake. Work made up due 
to absence does not count as a retake.

Grading Policy

Tests: 40% (this includes projects, research papers or any other large assignment.)

Quizzes: 30%

Classwork: 20%

Homework: 10%

I am hoping for a very successful year with you! I am here to assist with any questions 
or concerns that you may have. I hope that this year will be an exciting and positive 
experience!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kimberlee Barnes 

http://www.remind101.com


Student’s name:_______________________________

Dear Parents:

After thoroughly reading the contents, please return this portion.

I, _________________________ have received and read the class syllabus and 

(parent/guardian)

expectations handout and will help my child fulfill the expectations of success in 7th 
grade English. 

Home Address:_____________________________________________________

Home number:__________________ Work number:__________________

Cell number:__________________ 

Email address:_________________________________________

I have enrolled in www.remind101.com. I will use it to send reminders for homework, 
tests, presentations, and notes about grades. I have included instructions to sign up. 
Please keep the following sheet to sign up for the reminder service.   

I, _______________________________, have read, and I understand what is 

(student)

expected of me in 8th grade English.

At this time, I am asking that we create a partnership concerning your child’s education. 
I would like to make your child feel at home in our classroom. Feel free to call me or visit 
our classroom if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks in advance for your concern for your child’s success,

Mrs. Kimberlee Barnes

Parent/Guardian signature:__________________________________

Student signature: ____________________________________

http://www.remind101.com

